The use of keratin antisera in the characterization of a feline thymoma.
A cystic mass in the anterior mediastinum of a 9-year-old female European Shorthair cat was classified as a lymphocytic thymoma based on its histopathological features which were in accordance with those reported in the literature concerning feline thymomas. The application of a polyclonal keratin antiserum and monoclonal keratin antisera RCK 102, RKSE 60 and RGE 53 resulted in staining of foetal feline thymic cells, oesophageal epithelial cells as well as numerous stellate tumour cells and Hassall's corpuscles. As a result, the epithelial origin of the neoplastic cells could be established and the classification of thymoma confirmed. The results indicate the value of keratin antisera in the differentiation of thymoma and non-epithelial tumours in the anterior mediastinum.